COMMEMORATING THE FEAST OF MOUNT MARY BASILICA
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Mount Mary Chapel (now Basilica) in the 19305 surrounded by trees.

A view of the Mahim creek, mangroves, inee- covered hill and Mount Mary Church
( Phofograph taken in the19503).

Where have all the trees gone?
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2 CARMEL CHIMES

small oratory, dedicaled to the

Virgin Mary, was built on a verdant
hillock in Bandra (now called "Mount
Mary’} in about 1570 by the Jesuit
missionaries. In 1640 the oratory was
enlarged into a chapel for the use of the:
soldiers stationed at the Bandra Fort.
(Sea the picture alongside). A Jesuit
report, referring to the years 1679 to
1687, mentions that Christians as well
as those who belonged lo other

refigions frequented this shiine.

he hount Mary Chapel was sel on

fire by the Marathas in 1737 during
the Maratha - Poruguese Wars as
stated by the historian Dr Pandurang S.
Pirsurlakar an the basis of the records
of that period. Following this destruction
it was not used for more than twanty
years, Afier the defeat of the Marathas
in the battle of Panipat in 1759, the
Catholics of this area began ta practice
their religion openly and rebuilt the
chapal in 1761. (See the picture
alongside).

s the chapel of 1761 was nol
dequate for the growing numbear
of pilgrims and was not considered
worthy of such a rencwned and revared
place of pilgrimage, it was demolished
and in 1904,0n the occasion of the
gofden jubiiee of the promulgation of
the dogma of the Immaculate
_ Conception, the new noble quasi —
Gothic chapel was blessed (Sea the
photograph alongside).

This newly built chapel was ralsed to
the status of an independent church in
1243 and designated a Basilica in 1954
= the year that marked the centenary of
the: promulgation of the dogma of the
Immaculate Conception and the year in
which the Mational Marian Congress
was held in Bambay.

This Basilica was visited by Fope Paul
Wl in 1964 and by Pope John Paul Il in
189846,
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